: Source 13: : Response to Sir William Hillary’s letter to the Admiralty

Sir William Hillary wrote a letter to John Wilso
] n Croker of the illary’s i ishing hi
A DAl et il s favour of Hillary’s ideas and wishing him the best, the Admiralty

que distanced itself f h ibili i i
Ly : . . rom the responsibility of '

res Cor orzselczners ohf the Ac'imlralty f(?r c9n§|derat|on. into action, saying that he ggve no clgar eia[;ymt% H'“af"y o
p rom the Admiralty to Sir William Hillary’s appeal an institution could be set plenstion of ow sict
pamphlet shows one of the main obstacles to the success of his UAdm

Without the powerful Admiralty’s direct involvement,

campaign for a nationally coordinated lifeboat service. While in Hillary had a challenge to fulfil his goal
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Letter from Sir William Hillary to John Wilson C i
roker E i
e/ LN A er Esquire at the Admiralty, 11 September 1823

dir

| have the honour of requesting you will submitto the consideration of the Lords Commistoners of the ;40//;1/}'4/1‘7, the accompanying mall
pamphlet which | have recem‘/7 published, on the humanity and ,uo/('cy offonmhj 4 national Institution, for the preservaiton of lives and property
from shjpwreck The myumemfr which | have therein used To establish the wyenfnecemi{‘y of such a measure and the plans and reﬂu/aﬂ"om
which | have proposed in case of it adapton, will | hope best explain o their Lordships the ofject which | have in view, and the motives by which
| have been actuated, in having offered o the Government and the people of the Britch Empire, such measures as  humbly conceive would
materially contribute to the rescue of her seamen and subject; from the calamily of shipwreck, on their own and every fbre/gn Shore, and /ée//hﬂ
that thic subject in a peculiar manner addresses itelfto the patronage and support of the /fdmz}'a/fﬁ offnﬁ/mwl and anxious that a measure

S0 importantto the cause of humanity and 0 in accordance with the best interests of & ﬁreafmar/ﬁhte state, Should receive it first impulte from

the Government: and besustained by the Country ofa generous people, ! beg leave through you to offer my views to the consideration of thetr
Lordships - and should they Aappﬂy be honoured by their approbatton | should foel much flattered by a communica-tion, how far /hm%f assst
with the sentimentts of their Honourable Board, that any of the primary measures for the establishment of such an inctitution should emanate from
themselves, whether in confunction with any other department. or their Lordships would condlescend to point out ifin any other measure Such a
syctem, and subject to those changes and modifications of which it was susceptitle, would be //7(4/7 1 recaive thetr concurrence and support Should
there be any other circumstances Which their Lordships conceive could be Better elucidated by my pemona/// watitng upon them, [ shal be happy

to attend to any a,upo/hﬂﬁenfa)ﬁ% which Mey may be p/eaw/ fo honour me, or o receive your farther communications

| have the honour o be

Sir your most obedient

humble servant

lm #{7/“7 Transcript of letter to the Admiralty, 11 September. 1823

Courtesy: The National Archives .
/41/ Lords have conside ;
Written on and across ; condt eredéu/g il hlet and, ﬁ‘”{’h therein te (7
. . . “ g

this letter is the following LG _0%0‘/” question & 1 be affected /ﬂflordr cd//on/ g ;; /W’ea‘r.e ormaton as t the means éy which
suggested Admiralty W"”f Which has for 6 ob fect the saving of the li 7 9 at while they wiih success to any under-
response to Hillary’s letter: Take any steps in this mattr Y o el of e, they do not see how they can at present
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(continued — page 2)

On a copy of Hillary’s original appeal pamphlet is a reply from an Admiralty official:

~ %
gs g A e asesr aﬂh«m//}(f"
For many years, and in varlous countries, £
the melancholy and fatal cases of shipwreck x y/

which I have witnessed, have excited a power- 97 (

ful interest in my mind for the situation of those D |

who are exposed to this awful calamity; but

tho idea. of the advantages which would sesult I :
from the establishment of a national institution, ¢ Transcript of reply by an Admiralty official &

¢ Courtesy: The National Archives

for the preservation of human life from the
perils of the sea, has only suggested itself to me

! have run this over angl / think
what it advocates s
oast often worthy at least
since my residence on a part of the ¢ o consideration am’Mo«Z’mfég

exposed to the most distressing scenes of misery, atonce egatie, though sl

and where the dreadful storms of the last ;Z/ee; e ke i the
mira /z‘ofa/(e any immediats lead
autumn prevailed with unusual violence. with regpect th i 5/ d

On some occasions, it has been my lot to wit-

ness the loss of many valuable lives, where, if

there had been establishments pr eviously formed

Extract from a copy of Sir William Hillary’s
¢ appeal pamphlet with annotation by an :

¢+ Admiralty official
given to those who might volunteer on such a oy rieq the National Archives

for affording prompt relief, and encouragement

cause, in all probability the greater part would

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

1.Why do you think the Admiralty didn’t offer more

2.What advantages and disadvantages can you think of
support to Sir William Hillary’s appeal?

for the Admiralty’s involvement?

.
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