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: Source 14: Letters from Sir William Hillary to The King and the Admiralty

As soon as he had printed his appeal, Hillary sent a letter and copy
of his pamphlet to The King via the then Secretary of State for the
Home Department, Robert Peel. He meant to gain support from
the country’s most powerful people and so impressed on them the
glaring gap in Britain’s provision for those suffering shipwreck.

e

A ovrie e oo 2o Zotrry ot
7 e O /-.'s—f:;v gf e Ferradt ciea T 4/,.,4"

sl e aeps & frn i S vos et S,
/é-zmu-»,:_..)—/:_ Bl pate S LA &aﬁ;’f’b(&’_{.‘(_
/;7.’ fo At ./-a«.c,mg:".;.-h_d P L
“Z J’{.;ﬁl.&;%—-d{._ Frart— A Prres :"/u—fv«.c}.)/,,‘{
/:-u;a_;g— Wﬁma/’f—oﬁ'—z == ,3‘.,,' ;&/AC”Z"—
B oiziv, . e de. e ;é,«' Lilose s av bm% ‘
= f&;u«m & SEE AR o Homrtor oo™ a—a)
W..Ha/ﬁ i /fﬂwuu_. i A{mwﬂ;/—.—._ Adfé,“(‘“
a S M S e ;yf R s e /?w?’/;ﬁ
),.ét. e il a—»ﬂ/}r/dzw-o‘/'ﬂ"?’f{ﬂuﬂ ./f(’,{
'Ao"(./_zdé, ::',;-’ P Hiazee aﬁefd-wzfz.-xa Arrat—
Bb A rtia e e /;'m?:’; 4 = PR o Zras
S z“a/bpa’r«’—/ For {xw}-‘-‘u a fa//-e»md; 5
Erras? trvratees fa h.g-.:—y P et
21.4,5«{%-( spatbadit et unt Baathe e
J{a-&m W gh&ép"f v f{;,;_
= f%)ﬁﬁj,ﬁi}g.g-“..., ¢9=}ér2—af;fu«u?'.‘ i ,{ff
faiiv Zo &«f:fJ)fL/‘%’ﬁfﬁa‘-th ety e
e e Fomren Lo ol Fi Srecrmyiareys
Gty B pras Baerit N e 4 a..Dﬂ-«t’«.{ Wl
aa/éaag‘ /‘;&/gmum-q R //H/g

-Wef_-; ea s

A ﬂ.,f?‘ i AR
fﬂ-ﬁ-«t" et
P A ir sl rlires -’/‘f?"',%/f‘f‘—

- . /—eﬂmr‘;hl 2 L 5 Ml sl

o, s e f’r///f— e

o
;V /c,’{ ﬂ_/ o e Pt o prrasis e
S Py PP ey ,:‘/4#4 B N T
ﬁ/»,:gv !9, aé‘?fm(,_ Pttt e fi:: Ay
M&(;:ﬂ.} Frra, Btaier ol g A
)3 2 r.n»-“s( Aw/sf:-/
e /?',A)t;gsw«/.s- oo
%3 = e ni g WP AP SO
- kg
e Aearits SR AL il g /."494:4./{..,-,, B

/4-114(’ /x.,/" L e
e ‘
= 4 ﬂ}&:J-\x;}A}‘#)/(/r‘ -
Dodsp . o s Ee P, .o
“&/(4‘*/!., teat ey T A Prrete s
e m/

-
et aSaiy, e

=

R A Piveii. cx BT
> i = - DI P Ffes /Mﬁ
= Tt e, - 2z,
T ARG )
A /ZA_-L_ /fz)z,zml.n_ " '
-(nu-c_ At Cia g, A !
N -~ P
S M v e
"7’1 et JL(M/ - e /.f,,.‘_
ﬁs—s" Svnin, Ay, )a( B B P e
" o.,.._(_
"/""“""_ T A 2 - i
e te e vics . L.
X.;;.u_ Ao, = e i 1

S WS = 4:—», /zﬁ&

oy
ﬁ;r/w,\:r’-4 L A '._‘E.L_g.r-w/._,, ..?g/g:
i, &

> L
P dece e /r By g i ﬂ. é’u«wﬁ,
% P #h{oi FE ndlgrn. Ana ol

tst AP e - /4,,., >
e
e, pE

- ustaé__?

/Aﬁ&’,n
T At L e N |
T e R A A |

"}““"“-"— ‘/Sa-c-aw.ﬁ_;

At b T cepoiin )

Pruaie
= e “}7 e ’ﬁiﬂ—s PR Q’)—c‘ﬁ{,f,.g ”

:ﬁ;mﬁ it »ﬁg./g,,,,,“,) L2 S 5 iwi-L 2
- a-*—?. B = e e AU - Pl e,
EE= A

Lt fr, ;
; o e, S
s e g i !
e e T A et I
- o Afre e, Y Al
E e e =
2w

pr “;’ et

{',{,.m- M“ﬁf"‘
//,, da“”"‘ ‘fgzﬂ/_‘/,g e ,,,,;»&cd./m
}%w" s fruy i et -"‘"‘" i

et = Boarres "
/J ‘,,f.,._/ LN ”7 1

o v
4 r e

s W‘*—
y ’; &7*2 19'5 Wﬂ{ ,éf:—m
AT s
;{ e &7 57: % 4 Lt
% Jesnesr 2= e it P abeerr —~

e St
;.
o Hhermoihooe Pl
‘_,,“,m/

A**/ﬁ’ﬁﬂ” ke A’h)ux‘;}wfﬂ P
' ”’ PV s e e

w:’nr < s e ,«frlﬂ-'-‘ exmed 1‘%‘

v e Al 2 e

A Fraeses e /‘f),(_ t* 7@;1}"5"""4 .

P

fcf.uu»j = 2 e
L s Pt — = }-//{M“-“/“{(—
/”"‘*" S ,u«%»; A % /ﬁ
2
o P ‘é&/ /(z s . _‘ e,

o A e g3 ,n..ff" 'ffﬁ' F‘f’*;d.' ’ﬁ‘?{i‘;’
o B ' s
Py BT i e Y

S e 2, S icas TR
/ ity Bt ﬂ,ﬁ,,,.ff/m;

s é‘ 4 . A/(Iy‘a(.lé
Dot BT ie‘;,{m, ?/i‘«f‘:f“’”'%&
e i =
i o HATIET er

. - .

PR o il s G T e RSl v =
{,.é’“,p" ;;,_‘ ,;..,.:7 APt ey g v‘-:«-d(_‘/_o”' i
BT il i =P SN )

e £

Ao iilizon b= Aie i,
£ I-',\{" A s
- A e 14’_; - /Z—w—m_&__
il A, B AN e
L,
;/f#-._.,... vt .s—?fc.,ﬂ«.g,“{ gl
Prvry Forrrttee Linoe

’ .;.,. //”/_/ ;‘.{J

s Letter from Sir William Hillary to Robert Peel,
s Secretary of State, 10 February 1823
+ © The British Library Board, Add. 40354 f. 182-4
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/ have the honour to transmit o you a copy of a small work, which with the moct profound respect, | have presumed 1o dedicate to
the patronage ofa gracious sovereign, as the Tather of b people, and the most powerful friend and protector of i ﬂa//anf/VaVi -
on & subject which (& worthy the generous re/am/ of a benevolent and munificent prince, having for & ofject the establishment of a
National Institution for the rescue and preservation from shipwreck, of those brave defonders and valuable sulffect: of the state who

may be exposed o g0 awfhl a calamity

l(ndmfam//hf that the most respectiul manner in which | can submt this Subfect to the /(/hj is through gour departuent | beg leave
o request that you will do me the honour to offer the accompanying copy with my most humble and Auttiul respect, o the gracious
acceptance of fiie Mq/'e‘n‘y.

To the %jﬁfﬁoxo«mé/g RobertPoel
#hi ﬂq/&rf% Jecretary of State for the Home Departuent

The cause which | have had the tementty thus to offer to the consideratton o/my Sovereign and his people, has long impressed itelf
Upon my mind, as one deeply aﬁ”ea?hi the honor; and the dearest interests of a /rem‘am/ powerful maritime nation - but the first
(deas of the Instiution | have now proposed, u%afed themselves, after haning witnessed some disastrous scenes on these a/anfemm
seas, and mijed coasts, during the tremendous dorms of the present Winter - under these impressions were fhzy fiat writen, and
have folt it o be an imperative dm‘ﬂ alko, to offer them, with every respect to the consideration of i Mq/éff%r iniiters, and to ap-
peal to the humanity and generatity 9 a noble-minded people for the support of an Institution which intends & views o the rescue
of the mariners and sufect of'fn//and and these o/eye/y other dtate, from the disasters of the sea, on our own, and every Joreigmn
Shore.

When all the noble and benevolent Institutions of the Britih Empire which have been patonized by the Crown, cherished by the
government and supported by the spontaneous bounty of the people, are contemplated, it will .fmree/y admit of belief, that n the most
powerful maritme nation of the present or any Jormer age, there never et has been astablished one ﬁe/«em/ National Institution for
the preservation of human [t from the perts of the sea or to ascertain and to unite into one well wgam:rw/ Syctem, the most effectual
means for $o great an olfect as the rescue of those who for ages have the freafmpporfo//rer Splendour and her power.

/ have also taken the //éen‘f 1 desire that a copy may be sent for gour ouwn perusal and | shall rgforce to find that the motties by
which | have been activated in 0}%/7}% these suggestions 1o the consideratton of tis /M/éxfyfr ﬁovemmenfand the benevolence of the
British Nation are allifﬁhfwir/red by your approval ﬁe/hﬁ well aware that within the province of that department of the state over
which you preside, many of the efforts and amangements whizh | have proposed would take place and persuaded that'to their ul-
timate recefpt, your liberal mind and influence would materially contribute | am anious that this oﬁea‘o/my warmest solicitude,
Should be honored with qour protection and support

With every rar,aecf/ have the honor o be Sir
Your most obedient and very humble servant

William 1‘//7/a7

: Transcript of Sir William Hillary’s letter to Robert Peel &
: Courtesy:The British Library
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Another letter sh ir Willi i i
ows how Sir William Hillary sent his appeal pamphlet straight to the top of Britain's most powerful institutions
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Letter and transcript from Sir William Hi i
3 illary to i i
E oo e ot e y to John Wilson Croker Esquire at the Admiralty, dated 19 February 1823

dir
Having had the howor of submiting o the consideration of of Lord Melville and other members of e Mq/e\rfy& Government a small pamphlet which [ have

committed To the press on a myéd/hfpm‘anf t the /enem/ nterestt of humaniiy, and parﬁku/ar/y appea//hg 1o the protection and support of that departuent
i which you hold o honourable a station | should feel that | was wanting in what was due o yameé”and b the cause whizh | have undertaken to advocate
were | fo omit offering o your perusal, a copy of what| have had the femertty o addvess o the Government and the pegple offnﬁ/and
| have alko taken the liberty of directing a dozen copies To be forwarded To your care and | shall feel m#refﬁreaf/y oé//jea( lfﬁaa will cause them o be distibuted
to the Lords Commissioners of the ;‘Mmﬂfalff and other Gentlemen 0/your Honourable Board Though | have long folt the Importance of this myedﬁeﬁ/te fict
(deas of the Instiiution | have proposed arose o mind after having recem‘/ﬁ witressed some very disastrous scenes on the danjerom and stormy Shores of this
Jland. | have dedicated them, with the most profound respect. the patronage o a gracious coverein, as the father of hic people, and the friend and protector o
i brave seamen. | have, mmfrexpezﬁ«//y ubmited them o the consideration and adoption of i q/edy.f Government and | have felt it an imperative duty to
make an appeal o the Aumami‘y ofa ﬁreafmw/ a gemerous people Jor the .mpporfofa cause which the honow; the ,00/127, and the best interests of the coum?ﬁ
demand, for the .m/e/mrd of her ﬁa//anfmvy and their preservation from shipwreck on their own and every foreign shore.

With these fee//hﬂx | have caused about 700 copres o/m7 omall work o be Printed for the purpose of distbution /fmonﬂ\rh%e most eminent characters In the
State who éy theiir powerful influence, theii talent, or their benevolence were the most caleulated o bring ) maﬂmi‘y thete fiat outlines of a Jy.r/em which with

reat deference | have presumed to offer to the approbation of my country - and 1 have happily been the first to Miﬁ&ﬁ‘fke fundation of a national institution

for the olject: | have mentioned [ assure you [#has been without the most remote (dea o anfayaﬁhﬁ o my:e//i%afwmkh appeals 1o every deparﬁﬂenfo/mfe.
5@7 .ryn‘em et have & commencement and what! have proposed & / hope caleulated to combine into one well or anised ascociatton the results of the united
talents and experience of many sealous and able advocates of the same cause which | eame&f/i hope under the direct patronage of thi Mq/e‘n‘%r Government
and sustained by the //éem/'n‘y of Wit pegple may by their united aid establish on a pemanenfﬁundaﬁbn all which the modt sanguine could desive for the
success of'so noble a cause.

To g0 i who have long and honourably held so high a situation i the Admirally offnﬁ/m«a{ [ feel that ! ouihfnoffo attempt any apology for this
thegpassing on your attention. The sulject will To your liberal mind but plead my excuse.

| have the honour o be dii; gour most obediont And humble servant.

ﬂ/fned] Wm /7‘/7/4/7
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: Source 14:

Letters from Sir William Hillary to The King and the Admiralty
(continued — page 4)

On advice from his fellow campaigner Thomas Wilson mp, they changed their campaign tactic to make the institution possible through
charitable donation. They had to get support from the public and other maritime organisations instead.
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Thomas Wilson mp, first Chairman of the RNLI
Courtesy: RNLI
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in politics in the 1820s? area today? military can be very powerful allies

How might they help you to campaign? to contact to bring about change for
the better?

o.o.t’c.ooooo..<::::>
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1.Who were some of the key people 2.Who are the key politicians in your 3. While government, monarchy and the

for your cause, who else might you try
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