
On 7 December 1824, the Rising Sun took pride in printing a copy 
of a letter Sir William Hillary had received showing how his appeal 
caught international attention and gained support from the Royal 
families of Europe. This is like celebrity endorsement today. 

By associating themselves with such a successful and  
noble cause, people could share in this sense of pride  
and so the charity continued to gain supporters.

Source 21:  Sir William Hillary receives support from the King of Denmark

1. How might readers of this letter be 
influenced to react towards the institution 
set up to carry out Hillary’s campaign for 
saving lives at sea?

2. What campaigns/charities have been 
endorsed by celebrities over the years and 
what campaigns/charities are endorsed by 
celebrities today? 

3. How does celebrity endorsement  
help a campaign?
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