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2. Looking at the essay'’s

contents pages, why do you
think Dr Fothergill won the

How to solve the problem of shipwreck

- The Royal Humane Society was established by Dr William Hawes and

‘ friends in London in 1774 (then called the Society for the Recovery

' of Persons Apparently Drowned) with the primary aim of reducing
the unnecessary loss of life from drowning.

In an essay written in 1799 by Dr Fothergill from Bath, he answers

three questions set by the Society about the best ways to save
lives at sea. He recommends that ships should carry lifeboats and

lifejackets, that lifeboats be stationed at readiness to rescue on
the coast, and describes fully the sea rescue schemes established
in the late 1700s on the north east coast of England at Bamburgh

and Shields.

The Royal Humane Society gave Dr Fothergill a Gold Medal for

his essay and had it published.

Another example of the important work of the Royal Humane
Society is its setting up of a network of ‘receiving houses’ — firstly
local inns, then purpose-built stations — where the bodies of ‘persons
apparently drowned’ in the River Thames could be brought to be
resuscitated by trained medical assistants.

' Objection £
I Waite

Whether fi

Sﬂ’immino
\$ x L
1\ ew di V5ng

; machj;
A f}”um for ;.

"ﬁP“TCC

—~—infi

Conclugion

T

i for
owered to offer premiums
{hould be empoOWETe ? e
- refervation of life and propcrt;,, and fu i
i e watermen fO face the bo\(’(emusi} e:. e
{]:'E:":r\igars kept yeady for the pur;l:oﬁ.-i: g umme
ol } inds of the
} occafions, the min '
i Oiized {'pe‘&-.\mrs are generally 100

humane and €Iv1 chat is fo much

: r id
much ag\tatecl ta fupply the a e
red, or to fuggeft any means o c 1: y b
i Jor is this to be
{uch asare totally inadequate. MNor 13 Zaa
ndered at: the moment of danger 1S v
. nt of refleftion, not Can new rciom?u ) :
N ; ; talent ©
frnck ot without the rare and happy © i
: i mind ¢
invention, and the cool realoning of 2 e
v 4 P g
eafe. From want of a life-boat, ;nd o;n; Vo
3 : > :
? - .nts. how often are 1UPS :
ary expedients, : o
ccfgo::" i:?ctrievablv loft, which otherwile tBUg
ca S b5 Ly
have been faved !

3. Looking at pages 36

and 37 of the essay:

a. make a list of the
problems outlined

b. make a list of the solutions
he offered to these problems.
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