
Source 5:    Lukin’s ‘unimmergible’ boat

1. The article in  
The Ipswich Journal 
describes the trial of 
Lukin’s boat off the 
Suffolk coast. Why was 
this lifeboat suitable for 
this area of coastline?
 

2. Lukin used several 
methods to draw 
attention to his designs. 
What were they?
 
 
 
 

3. Imagine you had 
created such an 
important lifesaving 
invention. How would 
you plan to promote it 
and get it accepted?
 
 

4. How much have 
lifeboats changed since 
these early designs? 
Look at the RNLI’s 
website RNLI.org to 
find out about current 
lifeboat design. 
 

5. What has made the 
modern improvements 
to the RNLI’s lifesaving 
equipment possible? 

Lionel Lukin invented the first 
‘unimmergible’ boat in 1785 
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Lionel Lukin, a London coachbuilder, designed the world’s first 
‘unimmergible’ boat and patented it in 1785. Lukin built pockets of air 
and cork into the structure of the boat so that it would always float.

Four years later, the charitable Crewe Trust placed an order for him  
to adapt a coble (a type of fishing boat) to his ‘unimmergible’ design. 
From 1789, this coble was kept at Bamburgh in Northumberland  
for the purpose of saving lives from shipwreck.

In 1806, Lukin brings his pamphlet The Invention, Principles of 
Construction, and Uses of Unimmergible Boats to the attention of  
His Majesty The Prince of Wales to highlight the threat of life lost  
at sea. He describes the extensive experiments carried out by  
himself and others on early prototypes of this  
boat, proving their success.

An article in The Ipswich Journal 
in 1807 shows how
Lukin continued, where 
requested, to supply 
‘unimmergible’
boats to areas of 
Britain’s coast.
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