: Source 6: : The Original lifeboat

In 1789, a ship named Adventure ran ashore in the mouth of the
River Tyne during a violent storm. The rough seas prevented local
men from doing anything to save the crew with the boats they
then had and many of the Adventure’s crew drowned.

This disaster inspired The Gentlemen of Lawe-House, a group
of local businessmen from South Shields, to place a newspaper
advert for a competition to design a rescue boat to go out to
shipwrecks. They offered a reward of 2 guineas [£2.10] for the
successful design.

The competition received worthy entries from William
Wouldhave and Henry Greathead but the group nevertheless
decided neither design would be an outright winner. Instead, the
committee used ideas from both and produced a final design
for a lifeboat. They offered 1 guinea [£1.05] as a reward to
Wouldhave, who took offence at having his prize-money halved
and rejected his winnings. They asked Henry Greathead to build
the design they had completed and thus Henry Greathead went
on to become known as the inventor of the lifeboat.

His first lifeboat was aptly named Original. Over the following
2 decades, over 30 of Greathead’s lifeboats were built for orders
around Britain’s coast and abroad. The images all show the series
of Original lifeboats, the first type of boat known as a ‘lifeboat’.

An extract from the Caledonian Mercury in 18071 shows not
only the success of Greathead’s lifeboats but how the British ;
press supported the campaign to bring this valuable invention " first series of ‘lifeboats’ from 1789 3
into general use. f Courtesy: RNLI
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The Zetland, an Original-type lifeboat built by
- - Greathead stationed at Redcar 1801-80
¢ Courtesy: RNLI
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Etching of Henry Greathead'’s Original in service
Courtesy: RNLI

Model of Greathead’s Original
lifeboat, built in 1789
Courtesy: RNLI
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The Original lifeboat (continued - page 2)

e the life boat adventured and proceeded through § | fe@ed by the water which broke mt;: hir a\:{izr;
EDAT ] the breach of the (23, rifing on the fummit of the alongfide the veffel, and mde{;:d d‘ \e" , S,E e
‘ : ippi i 1 < a 1t 2o
LIFE 4 ,‘ * fervices which waves, without fhipping any watel, excepuag a thought ;!t render ~l;;1 h‘cr r,n?rfhe ¢ c,?; e fer
We have formerly {_'cfateB the’ EF;‘C‘«_I eir vat | littdle from the {pray 5 on goieg 00 the lee quarter | | L muit alfo add, that flt g“;:: or;mér;wnﬁm&im’
e e ot e uats{ ai? g ]rli-mr of the velle) they were endangered Dy the main- § | that no other boat, o t; ed the fervice ; and
udilicy at fea-ports, &e. The- :0\1:% St: ﬂ: Yoom, which bad broken {oofe, and was dsiving could have poflibiy per mmd he fer deédipd
addreffed to Mr EHEN;\Y GREATHEAD, mlbe about with great force 3 this necelffitated them 10 the &ihermen, though very a ‘;fn irou Araired
Shields, tends to ilultrate ¢he advantages to o e sei) and. they e e e e ke the s
e o . out fonr of the crew—but the {sa which broke } | own ri:m.ts. g v of Gibermen 1o
SCARBOROUGH-=Noperuber 17, over the decks having nearly filled the boat with We have appointe 5; cr&_w g_ crmen
f . to pull off for a moment, manage the boar, under the direclion o cam-
water, they were induced to pu ! ; : : on, ofthe com-
0 fear the mittee ; and the men areio muc
L when feeing three boys, the rem;amdcr o ;
erew ciirgng to the rigging, aad in dasger of{ the performances of the bozt and fo confident
5 chits

perifhiag, they imraediately returncd and tock in ner fafety, that they are emboldened te adven-
DErLag,

On Monday, the 2¢ of November, we were
vificed with a molt dreadful florm from the fveﬁ—
ward, and I fearcely ever remember fesing 2
more tremendous fea. The Awvrora, of New-
caftle, in approaching the harbour, was driven

" the v i holets ture on the molt dangerous occafious,
. them iptc the boat, and brought the wl ro oss. e
sbout 1o_the fazur.hw d; a?—? ?)S ¢ aqﬂ::g(l;;: land in fafety. By the means of the life-boat I have been thus circumftantal, to fhew
{t immi pat wag 1 -
mol} imminent danger, the hie

haile from your plan, 2od the exerdons of the | great wility of the life-boat, and T fhould think

stely laanched to ner affitance. The place where boatmen, feven men and boys were thus. faved it would be rendering an eflential benehit to the
14 y £

the {hip lay wes expofed to the whole force of

ir fr1 ey, if mendation of mine
. k to their condtry and their friends, and preferved eommunitys if ~any r-eccTh menduion of mine
the fea 3 and fhe was f{urrounded with bro PV from thar inevitable deltruction which otherwife]  fhould costribute to }?rmg ;5 4 bl veat
water, which daﬂae%;:;r : N dec%s wui;t;:tr;;: swaited them. The boat was not the fealt ab inte more aeneral vfe remain, Sin
derable violence. fuch a perilous f

Tuose Hiwokawatt,

Extract from the Caledonian Mercury of Edinburgh, Monday 28 December 1801
© The British Library Board, All rights reserved
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: The Lifeboat in the Act of

s Saving Part of the Crew of a

s Ship Wrecked Near Tynemouth
. Castle after W Elmes, 1803

e She o o Courtesy: RNLI Heritage Trust
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@ 1.Why was the competition launched 2. In the rescue off Scarborough in 1801, 3.What impact would this new lifeboat
:  todesign a rescue boat? reported in the Caledonian Mercury, why have had on the wider campaign to
were the crew of fishermen in the lifeboat improve lifesaving at sea?
: so impressed with the design?
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