: Source 7: Captain Manby’s lifesaving appara

Captain George William Manby dedicated much of his life to the
invention of lifesaving devices. He witnessed the wreck of the
naval ship Snipe off Great Yarmouth in 1807, which claimed over
200 lives. This tragedy inspired Manby to come up with a way of
reaching out to help ships in danger near to shore.

Captain Manby'’s lifesaving apparatus fired a mortar that
launched a rope out to distressed ships. The rope between the ship
and the shore then enabled those onboard to try to get ashore.
For ships foundering near the shoreline, Manby's invention
was a literal lifeline.

Between 1811 and 1821, Captain Manby tirelessly promoted
his invention to gain support for the lifesaving at sea movement.

The principle of Captain Manby'’s invention is still used
by today’s lifeboats in some sea rescues (now known as line-

throwing apparatus).

——

Illustration of sailor in distress by Manby
Courtesy: London Metropolitan Archives/Royal Humane Society
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: Source 7: : Captain Manby'’s lifesaving apparatus (continued - page 2)
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: Source 7 Captain Manby’s lifesaving apparatus (continued - page 4)
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