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from Shipwreck, published by Sir William Hillary in 1823, effectively launched
Britain's emergency service for saving lives at sea, now known as the

Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI).

Sir William Hillary was a man with a mission to save lives at sea. He had witnessed
terrible scenes of shipwreck, recruited volunteers to battle stormy seas in heroic rescues
and successfully championed the plight of families left destitute when their loved ones
were drowned. But Hillary recognised that more could be done to preserve lives.

In his appeal pamphlet, Hillary outlines his idea to create a national organisation
responsible for saving lives at sea. He had a vision that help would be given
automatically to all those in need of rescue all around Britain’s coastline.

He outlined that the way to achieve this would be to:

- provide lifeboats to stations around the coast
- man them with trained crews ready to rescue at any time

- provide incentives to encourage brave volunteers, such
as payments if they were injured, or payments to their
bereaved families if they were killed at sea.
He published and distributed hundreds of copies of the first
edition of his appeal and targeted the Admiralty Board as the likely

organisation to make his vision a reality.

Frontispiece
to William

In order to reach a wider, even international, audience, Sir William
Hillary then printed a second edition to which he added an emotive
introduction stressing the extreme urgency of forming a National
Institution for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck.
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1. How would you describe Sir William Hillary’s
choice of language in the first extract? Make a list

‘The conflicting fury of the elements, the
darkness of night, the disasters of the sea, and
the dangers of the adjacent shores, but too
l'rcqucnlly combine to [J].’lf_‘l‘ the nm]l;]ppl\' ma-
riner beyond the power of human aid. But if
all cannot be rescued, must all therefore be left
to perish? If every effort cannot be attended
with success, must not any attempt be made to
mitigate these aw ful calamities, which bring
home the evil to our very doors, and force con-
viction on us by their desolating effects, and by
the destruction of hundreds of our countrymen,
whose wretched remains now strew our shores?

Whilst we pause, they continue to perish;
whilst we procrastinate, the work of destruec-
tien pursues its course; and each delay of an-
other winter, in the adoption of measures more
with the extent of these de-
nded with the sacrifice

commensurate
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—perhaps of & thousand human lives.

: Extracts from Sir William Hillary's appeal
Courtesy: RNLI Heritage Trust )

problem of shipwreck?

List the rhetorical devices he uses to persuade
others, giving examples for each one.

Hillary’s appeal
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2. How does Hillary draw attention to the

In our great insular empire, almost every in-
dividual, from the most exalted and powerfu]

m the land to the lowly and obscure, are at

»\r;]'r%i' period of their lives induced, by their
VATIOUS avocations ang pursuits, to leave their
T consts. The brave seamen, the gallant sol®
: 3 gallan
diers, and the various subjects of these realms,
of all ranks and degrees, are to be found tra-
versing every stormy sea, and exposed to peril
on every dangerous shore. This is not then an
object for which the great and the affluent are
called upon for the relief of the humble and
the destitute alone—the cause is individual, na-
tional, and universal, perhaps beyond any other
which has ever yet been addressed to a country
for support. It appeals equally to personal in-
terest and to national policy—te private bene-
volence and to public justice; and each who
thus extends the benefits of his efforts and his
bounty to his countrymen and to mankind,
may also be contributing to the future safety

of his family, his friends, or himself.

3.Which emotions is
Hillary trying to evoke?
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AN APPEAL,

&e.

For many years, and in various co_untries,
the melancholy and fatal cases of shipwreck
which I have witnessed, have excited a power-
ful interest in my mind for the situa.tion-of those
who are exposed to this awful calamity; but
the idea of the advantages which would result
from the establishment of a national institution,
for the preservation of human life from the
perils of the sea, has only suggested itself to me
since my residence on a part of the coast a&en
exposed to the most distressing scenes of misery,
and where the dreadful storms of the last

4.Why do you think Hillary was
motivated to write this appeal?

That a national institution shoui:i be formed,
equally worthy of Great Britain, important to
humanity, and beneficial to the naml and com-
mercial interests of the United Empire; having
i jects, ;
fml?l'::szbql‘he preservation of human hi'e. from
shipwreck ; which should always be cwnw;
as the first great and permanent object of
Institution.
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7. Sir William Hillary’s proposed aims of the institution are shown
in order of priority from highest to lowest. What values do the
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have been saved. At other times I have seen
the noblest instances of self:devotion; men
have saved the lives of their fellow-creatures at
the peril of their own, without a prospect of
reward if successful, and with the certainty that
their families would be left destitute if they
perished.

From these circumstances, T have been in-
duced to wish, that the results of the ex-
perience, talent, and genius, of the most di-
stinguished commanders and men of science
?ho:_:ld .be united in the formation of one great
mstxr.ution, which would in itself embrace every
f:ssxble means for the preservation of life from
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5. How does Hillary create an impression
of his credibility?

Thirdly, The preservation of vansehmﬂx
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the lives of the people, or after the crews anc
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Fourthly, The prevention of plunder and de-
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proposed aims of the institution illustrate?
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cguae.tl ather nations to cast reproach and
probrium on the Britjsh name. s
. Iti::m m:lwidual efforts, however meritorious
Selves, are unequal to prod
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6. What solutions to the problem of
shipwreck does Hillary suggest?

and the efforts to be made, and the re.compmgm
10 be given for their rescue, to be in all cagey
the same as for British subjects and British
ressels- 1%
Siathly, The bestowing of suitable rewards
on those who rescue the lives of others from
shipwreck, or who assist vessels in dishrem-g
and the establishment of a provision for the
destitute widows or families of the brave men
v‘vho unhappily lose their lives in such merito.
rious attempts.,

8.What are the values of today’s RNLI?
Use RNLl.org to find out.
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